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The Skipperôs  

Corner  
Alex Kripetz  
Travelers Ocean Marine  

Thank you to everyone who attended 

the Summer Program and Crab Feast. 

For the first time  we actually had to 

close down the registration for the 

event, due to fear of overbooking the 

venue! I hope everyone who attended 

had a great time, I know I did. If you 

were one of the folks who had to get on 

a waiting list in order to get in, we 

encourage everyone to sign -up early 

and guarantee your spot at these 

events!  

Iôve heard great feedback and we had 

great group participation during  the 

presentation given by Andy Anderson 

and Chris Pesche about yard contracts. 

The subsequent life raft presentation & 

Continued on next page  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Club 7th Anniversary,  Upcoming Program 
Topics, Including Oct. Program Eligible for 

CE Credits  

 
Happy 7th Anniversary to the Club! The years go 
quick, and weôre happy to see the continued growth 
in the Club from its originations back in 2003.  The 
recent Summer Crab feast reflected this with record 
attendance; see ñThe Skipperôs Cornerò for more on 
the event.  
 
Looking ahead to October, we will be having our 
Fall Program and Cocktail Party on 10/13, the day 
before the Annapolis Power Boat Show begins. For 
those who wish to spend the night, we will be 
conveniently located at the Sheraton Inn Annapolis. 
The Sheraton Inn has accommodated  Program 
Attendees with a limited amount of rooms at special 
rates, you can e -mail Jessica Kellner from the 
Sheraton to inquire about availability:  
 jkellner@sheratonannapolis.com  
The Program Itself,  ñWhy Boats Sinkò, is going to 
be eligible for 4 Insurance P&C CE Credits, so feel 
free to help us spread the word to agents who could 
use the points! See ñUpcoming Eventsò for more. 
 
In December weôll be having our Winter Program 
and Holiday Party in Baltimore this year. Weôll be 
located at the Pier 5 Hotel, and the Program will 
center around Marine Fire Investigations. Following 
the Program weôll all get together for the Holiday 
Party.  
 
So lots of good stuff in the pipeline for you, and 
more info will be forthcoming via our e -mail list and 
website: www.marinersclub.net. Weôll see you soon.  

mailto:jkellner@sheratonannapolis.com
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demonstration also did not 

disappoint, and Iôm happy to 

report that no chandeliers 

were harmed during the 

deployment (although I was 

holding my breath there for a 

minute).  We also hoped 

everyone enjoyed listening to 

The Cheaters perform 

outdoors; having a live rock 

band was a nice change and 

hopefully weôll be able to get 

them back for a future event.  

Looking over the attendance 

list, we had a great mix of 

representatives from 

insurance carriers, agencies, 

surveyors, maritime 

attorneys,  claims 

investigators/forensic 

analyzers, which is always 

one of our goals for 

attendance. I noticed some 

new faces, and some faces we 

hadnôt seen in awhile, so I 

hope everyone took 

advantage of the opportunity 

to meet up/catch up at the 

feast itself.  

As you will see in this 

newsletter, the Club has been 

hard at work putting together 

events for the Fall and Winter 

programs. Iôm amazed at the 

Program Committeeôs ability 

to keep finding new topics, 

and put new spins on well -

known industry issues,  along 

with the commitment to 

offering CE credits for the 

courses as often as possible.  

So in summary I would like to 

thank everyone again, along 

with our event Sponsors, for 

making this program and day 

such a success and good time.  

Skippers Corner Continued 
from page 1  
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***Online Registration/Payment Available at www.marinersclub.net***  
Wednesday October 13th:  
Fall Program and Reception  
Meeting and Cocktail Reception held at the Sheraton Inn Annapolis  
12:45 PM - 7:00PM (Registration begins at Noon)  
$125 Members/$200 Non -Members  
Topic and Speakers:  
 Why Boats Sink!  
John P. Machnicki and David McFarlin,Travelers Risk Control and Claims   
 Presentation To include:  

Design and Configuration of Hull and Construction Methods  

Corrosion  

External Factors  

Subrogation  

Simulated Case Studies  
Earn 4 CE Credits for CT, NY, PA, MD, DE, and VA (NJ pending at time of publishing)  
Space is still available, if you miss the deadline to RSVP, contact Tammy Krushaar at 
Tammy.kraushaar@rlicorp.com to let her know that you will be attending and confirm payment 
options. For questions regarding CE Credits contact Helen Dierker at Helen@IMIS.pro.  
 
Thursday December 9th:  
Winter Program and Holiday Party  
Meeting and Cocktail Reception held at the Pier 5 Hotel in Baltimore MD.   
Topic and Speakers:  
Marine Fire Investigations  
Dan Rutheford ï Ocean Marine Specialties, Inc.  
Kenneth Weinbrecht ï Ocean Bay Marine Surveyors  
James Mercante ï Rubin, Fiorella and Friedman LLP  
Arthur J. Murphy ï Certified Fire Investigator, Certified Marine investigator  
 Presentation To include:  

First Call of Fire  

Investigation  

Policy Provisions  

Claims Settlement or Denial  

Litigation and Legal Ramifications  

Subrogation potential  
 

Interested in getting on our e -mail mailing list for upcoming events, newsletters, etc.? Send an e -mail 
to akripetz@travelers.com and let us know!  
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Mid -Atlantic Mariners Club Summer Program Photo Gallery  

 

 

 

Full House 

No chandeliers were harmed 

during the life raft deployment 

Jon Horton of the Program 

Committee can finally relax 

Andy and Chris teamed up for 

the main presentation 

Always good to catch up 
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Stephen F. White, Esq., a partner with the Baltimore based law firm of Wright, 
Constable & Skeen, LLP, has been selected by his peers for inclusion in the 2011 
edition of ñThe Best Lawyers in Americaò in the field of Maritime law. 
 
Markel American Insurance Company has introduced new coverage option 
endorsements for their yacht policy, including coverage for full -time liveaboards, and 

emergency expense reimbursement for long range cruisers.  

 

Knox Marine Consultants will hold its 18th Annual Yacht Claims Conference  at the Volvo 
Penta Service Training Center in Chesapeake, Virginia, January 19 and 20, 2011. 
According to Steve Knox, President of Knox Marine Consultants, this annual program 
was developed for marine surveyors, insurance adjusters, claims handlers and 
underwriters, attorneys, repairers, and others who deal in the investigation and 
adjustment of pleasure boat losses. This is the only national conference devoted 
exclusively to yacht claims, and is a long established networking event for marine 
surveyors and insurance professionals . 
 
Jim Mercante is pleased to announce that Richard Gonzalez recently joined the law 
firm of Rubin, Fiorella & Friedman LLP.  Richard is a retired US Coast Guard LCDR, 
where he also attended Law School. Richard has vast experience in the marine 
prevention field as a marine and casualty investigating officer.  
 
In Gowrie Group News:  

John Owsianik has joined the company as a producer and insurance 
advisor in the Westbrook Office. John has experience working in both the 
Carrier side of the business and the Agency side.  
Yvonne Mansfield has joined the company as the companyôs controller. She 
brings 11+ years of experience as an insurance company controller  to her 
new role.  
Daniel Smith has joined the company as a producer in its commercial 
insurance division. He will be in the Darien, CT office. He brings with him 
over 10 years of experience in the commercial field.  
For the fourth year in a row, Gowrie Group was named to the national list of 
the Top 100 Privately -held Property/Casualty Agencies.     And for the third 
year, Gowrie was ranked as the top agency in Connecticut. 
Congratulations!  


